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West through her poems. She is gifted both as a poet and as an
orator. She is also eminently tactful. She knows how to say the
right thing at the right place and time. She has mastered the
art of speaking the truth without hurling others. Wherever she
goes, people are compelled to listen to her. She won the hearts
of the Englishmen in South Africa by making full use of her
powers there and, through her great success, smoothed the way for
the delegation led by Sir Mohammed Habibullah,1 The task there
was a difficult one. But, recognizing her own limitations and
accepting them, she avoided going into legal intricacies and
adhered to the main facts; she thereby accomplished her task with
fine success and raised the prestige of India. She will accomplish
something of a similar nature in the U.S.A. and other countries.
Her very presence there will act as a reply to the falsehoods spread
by Miss Mayo. Her courage is as great as her other qualities.
While going abroad she requires neither a co-worker to assist her
nor a secretary. She is fearless and goes wherever she wishes to.
This fearlessness of hers is not only worth emulation by other
women but it even puts men to shame. We can certainly hope
that her Western tour will be fruitful.
KAKA'S IMPATIENCE
While sending me the prose-poem entitled "Yamunarani",
which appears in this issue over Kakasaheb's signature, he writes
to say:2
Kakasaheb has become impatient to impart true education
to Gujarat. If this was not the case, after having written in
praise of Gangamaiya two years ago, and having postponed the
praise of "Yamunarani" so far, why should he suddenly insist that
it should be published in this very issue? Moreover, he has left
me with no freedom to refuse his request, since he has declared
his intention of sending Gujarati rendering of the Sanskrit verses
directly to the press and so bound my hands. In acting in this
way, Kakasaheb has presumed that I am as impatient as he for
the education of Gujarat. He was entitled to do so. Shri Nagindas
and Shri Punjabhai's sacrifices have made us both impatient. To
me, the Vidyapith does not mean only the structure of bricks on
the west banks of the Sabarmati, or the handful of men and
women students who receive a literary education and training in
crafts in it. It is the task of the Vidyapith to spread true education
1 Tib Vol. XXIV.
* The letter is not translated here.